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Abstract: The visualization of the microcosmic behavior of proteins in vivo is the key to real-

time monitoring of proteins. A series of wash-free SNAP-tag probes were designed and synthe-
sized based on the combination of SNAP-tag and small organic molecule fluorescent dyes.
SNAP-tag, which specifically recognized O6-benzylguanine, could be labeled with a fluorophore
(e. g., 1,8-naphthalimide) through the formation of covalent bonds. Furthermore, the change
from a hydrophilic environment to the hydrophobic cavum of SNAP-tag realized a 2 - 13-fold
enhancement in fluorescence. Through the fusion of SNAP-tag and the target protein, the
probes could recognize the mitochondrial proteins (e. g., cytochrome oxidase, Cox8A) and
nuclear proteins (e. g., H2B) in living cells. Besides, the fluorescent probes allowed the in-situ
real-time monitoring of proteins without washing.

Key words: SNAP-tag; in-situ; organic small molecule fluorescent dyes; wash-free fluorescent

probes
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TeIRTE , %5 : SNAP-tag £ FIR A HOR 59/ ik AE 8 A A7 M b G 1L - 873 -

FET AN 15053 Bk BRI 7E AR 5
ARG X BT AR TR G T UOE
FL BT 0 A LN T B 57 45 H B
O REZ By ko SO0 A, PR E 3 B U0 bR
TR T A P AR E T SR, A
BN FGRbl 5 I T N T4 B, TTIE B PO E A
— AR AN IR A XA/ N T TR
BLorHr iR 1 2 818 An Bl NG F- 9 gLkt
TE L AT AN 2] By e A AR R e mil , 43
PEREE . Horb A PN 7 B9 AR S PEARIC ) T
RGE  RHIE T AR o B 9O F o ik —FE
il AR b e A AL/ o 7 i B S
W X I R AR T R AW A s T
AW IESZ 807 2 /N o TR E R R R H
PR b Pl POLF BB W B AR A
N EAIRE . H AN ) Z W AR g )y
BT R SOV A FIARZEHOR , 1l SNAP-tag  Halo-
tag . PYP ( Photoactive yellow protein )-tag %5,
SNAP-tag b2 8 H 2 AR DNA BE HH M O°-%
5L 5 R We-DNA-FE B 5 % W ( hAGT ) 1) %% 72
PR BERE PR R S 3 S S (BG) BX
TRIL G E (CP) BAT A SN, BT SNAP-tag
HEHS5AV/NTF ZRE Bk e ks, fl & A
SNAP-tag 1Y H¥rE 1 BEGS 4 7 M i 45 — 4R 5T
i

H AT, 3 T SNAP-tag £ R 5 /N5y F 25 e Ykt
BT & ZF Tk 1Y SNAP-tag 7 G HR T, %2598
DR E o PR AN BUR O IR (n . B P e
FYRL POL R ) 5N B IR PR A R, R
IR IXEAREE 5 SNAP-tag 5 28 & 1 RE 98 38 B AR 5
1) S0 (LR S I T S 28 AR 5 728 Ak 5/
(HG9 1~2 %) o PR, XS PRET TR X 20 ML (55 77
TERL R T B, T 28 22 WU I DA R 25 5K I vy 3
ERF PRSI 0 1, A R B R AR M L, 40
AR DRI ATAT 203 JN 8] 3 BE AR A BEAK, X T8 1 3h
TSR RAF], K, T & 4458 R i) SNAP-tag
POEREE (A5 SNAP-tag b3 % M 456 J5 2O6MH
SRR ) RARIC in Y, PR HURR YR RE
AT S W AR AT 3 J BRI B R N AR A T
Pt SRR e N (G E K TR POt RARR)
PRIt o SIS U RL W9 0 T T SNAP-tag #R41T 11T
S X R IR ER K IR EE 3] SNAP-tag 30 B
JKAEE AR B R, PEOEME 525U W R, MM

IR P R Tan (A S LR B Al
JET YR} (4-B Pk B k- 7- 2 BE 2R % s SBD ) i
RAFEA, BETHE BT T 4 e 2 g
i SNAP-tag 54 BGSBD, 5 SNAP-tag 454 i H:
DI TR 280 A%, SEHL T I A A PN R AR A
A% AE AR ET B4 22 AR, AN e A8 4
B CAR TR o BT XTI, A9 3 AL 50
()P B8 UL D0 e B R BE e, 455 SNAP-tag
e Sl S TRE S % N R e WY R DR I i = = D A3 )
DENCHERT 5 [, 38 a5 3 1 2204 A o7 o 45
PERRE M Ll M R R N R LA A AN ] 5K
9577 58 B AU O S AR IC SR B K

1 SEIGERS

1.1 U GXFS5HH

iR 43 ('"H NMR) 7 Bruker (AVANCE
IIT 400/101MHz ) 33 75 2], = 2L 0. 03%
(v/v) By DY SRk e A S SR 5T, 52 Ah/ AT L i
WO 5 9 & S 43 IAE Agilent Cary 60 UV-
Vis 7066 11 & Agilent CARY Eclipse 7% i%
Y F 45 . %5 pH 7E Sartorius PB-10 1) pH it I
WA, A=Y A& W 7E Olympus FV1000 #0%3t:
R A WA A B Sk BE R 100 5B (NA
=1.40),

Oy F-A BT R [ (B ELA "R
R AT B3 10 ( Sigma-Aldrich 23 7)) i, K2
FEERUAIIAN, 38 R oM ali, B . Rk fe Ykt
A% g4kt Hoechst 33342 5 28R4 7 b 4 B Mito-
Tracker Red ¥ H P38 \] . A% o0 25 4l
TEFIREIR K 205 200 ~300 H (FHBELAR]) . 2
Py 3 R L Ak S A0 2% A Ol Y okl (36 [E Life
Technologies 2~ F)) , AP435 5% Fr s ) DMEM
Je 1640 H5573E 558 % (32 Hyclone A H]) 5 {1
G A 135 (LA {531 Biological Industries ) .
1.2 REEM
1.2.1 # 4t BGAN-Amino # 4 &

MR R EL 4% H-N- (4-( O-2-F( FL % ) 3
F) S HE-1, 8-ZEWE I Hiz (AN-Amino) (30 mg, 0. 09
mmol) 2-Z5E-6- ( N-F 3L ) U &tk g 2 ik i s S8 4k
(BG*) (81 mg, 0.27 mmol) FIAL T A (70 mg,
0. 54 mmol) i T 5 mL N, N-_F 3L H it )l ( DMF)
O FE R AR BRI B 10 h 545 1k
(WLIE 1) o WUEERZ: DMF K™ ) 28 Rk Rk 3 85 4l



- 874 - 1,

Ji 537 4

P (CBRME A — G -, 1501, v/v) it )2
AR W =, T AR U e B 2 T R A B
RAR 26 mg, %K 62%,
1.2.2  #4F mBGAN-2C ¥4 &

WRIRFREL 4- 2 R HE-N-(3-( O-2-F KL% ) FL
BE) N HE-1, 8-Z5 M % (mAN-2C) (50 mg, 0. 14
mmol) .BG'(105 mg, 0.41 mmol) FAL T E47 (90
mg, 0.80 mmol) i# T 5 mL T4 DMF ', 7E%&
SRR F S RE 3 h SRR (WA 2)
I Bk 22 DMF, ML= 9 28 ik e+ (200 ~ 300 H ) 43
Al (PR — E - 201, v/v) aE
T2 AR W I = T A 08U R 2 7

HA A 33 mg, 7% 48%

1.2.3 %4t 4BGAN-Bu # 4 .

MR FREL 4-(4-( O-2-F FLIENS ) HE L ) A9 3k
N-T 31, 8-Z5 ik W 1 (4AN-Bu) (100 mg, 0.26
mmol ) . BG" ( 197mg , 0. 77 mmol ) F1 L T FE £

.\
N
112N
(B( )
1BuOK DMF
RT, 10h
NH»
AN-amino BGAN-amino

1 31R$t BGAN-Amino HJ&
Fig. 1 Synthesis of BGAN-Amino
t-BuOK: potassium (ert-butoxide; DMF; N, N-dimethyl-
formamide.
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/

112N \
(BG+)
1-BuOK, DMF
RT,8h

mBGAN-2C

B2 #R$t mBGAN-2C HI& R
Fig. 2 Synthesis of mBGAN-2C

j

mAN-2C

(175 mg, 1.56 mmol) % F 5 mL T DMF H,
TER S B RYT = IAHE 10 h 545 1k R (WA
3) . UEFRZ: DMF, R ™ 9 28 fek AT 53 25 44k ( Bk
R A P - 1501, v/v) ) R A
A W 7= e BT AR 8 R I 2 3 R0 A 21
A 26 mg,Fﬁi 19%

N* cr H/

<B<f> o
1 BuOK, DMF
R.T, 10 h HN
NH,
N )\ |N
HO HN A O
\: N
4AN-Bu 4BGAN-Bu

3 X%t 4BGAN-Bu (U4 HL
Fig. 3 Synthesis of 4BGAN-Bu

1.3 RETHILEIMRIL S TS Z 5T LK

HEB R R ET AL & s T (a5 ol — H 30
I (DMSO) % P LI B 2 mmol/L M BE , #E
iy 2t B AR ) BB A B0 A 2R e L )
FF MR 2 (1~10 wmol/L) (FH:H DMSO FJ?.MZIK
BUMBUNT 0.5% ) #E 47T W5 9606 & S e i 1
M

3 2.5 WL BREFREMINA 1 mL iR 22 o
W (PBS, 20 mmol/L, pH 7. 4) il K 5 pumol/L
A A T WA B 7 ' & B St i i, DMISO 7
N 0.25% (v/v) 1A ) b I3 43 i A
20 wL SNAP-tag £ H ¥ (250 pmol/L 1] PBS %
#,20 mmol/L, pH 7.4) 3/ i 30 min J5 17
W R B KB EREIR LA 26 R A 44 %
440 nm UK BREE R 5-5; FEHIINGR By 37 C
14 #pakEsFRERERE

4fi e £ F§ DMEM iﬁé%ﬁ(/ﬁ\qﬂﬁnA$$%%ji
HHER R 10% IR 13 (FBS) ) #4735 E . XXF
#040] HeLa 4 A 7 AL AC 1S #2270 T IR 2 L
I ( MatTek, 4% 20 mm) H', F 37 T .5% CO, F
WFE 24~48 h, 154 I Bk 5 Lip3000 4351 0
ATLIMEEFEE T RS 5~ 10 min 50 A 41155
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TeIRTE , %5 : SNAP-tag £ FIR A HOR 59/ ik AE 8 A A7 M b G 1L - 875 -

FRIL, ARSI 24 ~48 h J5 , BGE & 15 L& W Bk
WMARE S (IR R E RS EAWE) & T
IR AEDO0 WA T LGS (5 kL ] 100 F5ER) .
BOGH 405 nm, 7R Ry 420 ~ 470 nm; FHOGH
488 nm , %GR AEH 500~ 550 nm; KOG H 561 nm,
PEERAEH 580~653 nm,

2 SRS

2.1 FSTMEEEIRRAE

R4 BGAN-Amino # #; F 15404 4 . 'H NMR
(400 MHz, DMSO-d6) 6 12.41 (s, 1H), 8.64 (d,
J=8.3 Hz, 1H), 8.45 (d, J=6.8 Hz, de 1H),
8.22 (d, J=8.4 Hz, 1H), 7.79 (s, 1H), 7.70~
7.61 (m, 1H), 7.51 (s, 2H), 7.43 (d, J=8.1
Hz, 2H), 7.34 (d, J=8.1Hz, 2H), 6.86 (d, J=
8.4 Hz, 1H), 6.27 (s, 2H), 5.43 (s, 2H), 5.23
(s, 2H),

P& mBGAN-2C # i &35 5% >4 . 'H NMR
(400 MHz, DMSO-d6) 6 12.42 (s, 1H), 8.69 (t,
J=15.8 Hz, 1H), 8.44 (d, J=7.2 Hz, 1H), 8.25
(dd, J=28.3, 8.6 Hz, 1H), 7.78 (t, J=16.4
Hz, 2H), 7.66 (dd, J=17.9, 9.8 Hz, 1H), 7.45
(d, J=27.3 Hz, 1H), 7.32 (dt, J=16.0, 7.8
Hz, 2H), 6.77 (d, J=8.7 Hz, 1H), 6.28 (s,
2H), 5.44 (s, 2H), 5.24 (s, 2H), 3.43 (dd, J=
11.6, 5.9 Hz, 2H), 1.39~1.21 (m, 3H).

PR 5t 4BGAN-Bu # #4 &3 204 4. '"H NMR
(400 MHz, DMSO-d6) § 12.42 (s, 1H), 8.78 (d,
J=8.3 Hz, 1H), 8.52~8.46 (m, 1H), 8.46 (d,
J=7.2Hz, 1H), 8.18 (d, J=8.5 Hz, 1H), 7.83
(s, 1H), 7.76~7.67 (m, 1H), 7.49 (d, J=8.2
Hz, 2H), 7.43 (d, J=8.1Hz, 2H), 6.67 (d, J=
8.6 Hz, 1H), 6.27 (s, 2H), 5.45 (s, 2H), 4.68
(d, J=5.8 Hz, 2H), 4.05~3.96 (m, 2H), 1.57
(dt, J=14.8, 7.5 Hz, 2H), 1.35~1.27 (m,
2H), 0.91 (t, J=7.3 Hz, 3H),

2R, DA AX RGOS 5 A R SR AR AT TR
SEFIER
2.2 1REXT SNAP-tag HREE A B 5¢ L0 5

BETF PRBE AU 0 ZE R e 5 G A, 7E 2R e e
RS R A B 5] AR S s L A A A 3
SNAP-tag Z5 5 3R A Rl B FOCHRER . 38 1 28 E
i PSR i 5 | A i 5 IEE A 6 A I8 0 IR A A R A

AR 7 45 3] BGAN-Amino 5 mBGAN-2C; 7&
SRS A NG S S Y e i EE R [E e
4BGAN-Bu, Z9E 4 5 pmol/L [#) BGAN-Amino
mBGAN-2C ,4BGAN-Bu 43/l 5 5 pmol/L SNAP-
tag B A 5 9OUE AR 8] TR H g R A%
BA—( WK 4) ., BGAN-Amino 5 SNAP-tag 454
JG D EERE IR 2 9 %, i mBGAN-2C . 4BGAN-Bu
A 2055 3 A%, BREFDOGER B AR in =2k
JT SNAP-tag #5485 [ 3R 1H s /K /E H 5 96
R DA 5 WAy 1 8 2 5 I 0 K R AR AR TR T 4
7K 4% (20 mmol/L PBS, pH 7. 4) 3| SNAP-tag 5
S5 K 25 I B9 28 4k, A T T BGAN-Amino,
mBGAN-2C 5 4BGAN-Bu % ¢ 14 58 4% %0/ 0 16 Ji7L A
= AE PBS (W2 2% vtk ,20 mmol/L, pH 7.4)
TR R, BI9EO0TE Seom, DL B B A8
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Fig. 4 Fluorescence spectra of different probes in
the absence and presence of SNAP-tag
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SCHIERE 5 SNAP-tag FR&EE AL A, HAS
i B R T 1 K A 40 2R T P Jrg B AT R 1 34 1Y
PENIETRBUR , HREHE /E h % Y 1) SNAP-tag #445H
FAF WA A5 B 8 1R SR A5 43 B . 4BGAN-
Bu S5 HA B I A AR 25 1 B G £ RS DR i
PREF B i — 20 T3 20 B P9 28 1 S 53T Bt
e
2.3 %t 4dBGAN-Bu 7£iE 4B A 3T 40 f 4% X
H2B & B AR L Y )

TEARSN 4BGAN-Bu B X} SNAP-rag & (7517
SRR, H AR B0 0 s (R AR A X &
ZAEYIAEE RS AR I AR A i — 25 5T,
TG, X HeLa 4 Ml #F 47 % i 5% e LA R pl & A
SNAP-tag H#% M & 11 H2B, &KW E 1 wmol/L )
4BGAN-Bu i 55 52 7€ 37 T E HeLa 41 30
min Ji5 38 i RSO0 AT B AR (i 790
38T, Bl 5a 28] ABGAN-Bu HEX 40 i k% 9 gl & A
SNAP-tag 1) H2B & A 744 €, 20 HOA% e 30 s b
TR Ve L, 4BGAN-Bu bRic 1y H2B B 1 57
it ft Hoechst 33342 #ricl 1Y) DNA 544 GE 98 1R 41 5

10 pm G 10 pm

A (W 5b 5¢) X [AIFEIER T H2B & FIfFE L
RPIES DNA XUEER Beomal &, Beoh, Bl 5d it
Y N DR E AT 2 B, 4BGAN-Bu Xt H2B 44 (%
() M bl st s, LA ARG I S DE DO AR SR
2.4 1Rt 4BGAN-Bu 7 i 40 B ;9 3t £k Hi & ch
Cox8A (#ifaax C |ILEE) BIEALIEN

R C A LB 2R R P L T 1% 38 4
(A , LBl DI RERA 1005 40 A i R 2
PIFHSG, SR, o T B B 5B 255 [R5 HER i B
i B G A5 A3 AT T B S Ao W 240 €5 3%
C FALEGI BTN EAFAER A IRIME 1 38 3 2 e
&4 SNAP-tag 4 [ /9 Cox8A, A D) B #8% &
4BGAN-Bu jA#| %} Cox8A MLt IRE: . & 6a Hiin
10 4BGAN-Bu 1) Cox8A TE £ KLk 4> i ¥4
LRI BT TT DL HL SR AT (LI 6b) , K] 6c—e 3
], 4BGAN-Bu 5 @l e A Yu bt Gt Sl tg fir
H SNAP-tag 255 J5 A 8 =i {5 M [k, 4BGAN-Bu fig
B AE Y (0.5 ELHE T T-%F Cox8A 114 S Wil | Jhk 4 JZ
02 Y % 20 e T 40 L P A A

Relative intensity / %

T T T T T T T T

T
10 um 15 20 25 30

Length / pm

E 5 HeLa g REMKE
Fig. 5 Confocal images of HeLa cells
a. Live cell imaging of unwashed HeLa cells labeled with 4BGAN-Bu; b. Live cell imaging of unwashed HeLa cells labeled with com-
mercial dye Hoechst 33342 ; c. Live cell imaging of unwashed HeLa cells labeled with 4BGAN-Bu and Hoechst 33342 ; d. Intensity profile

of regions of interest (ROI) across HeLa cells.
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Fig. 6 Confocal images of HeLa cells
a, b. live cell imaging of unwashed HeLa cells labeled with 4BGAN-Bu; c. live cell imaging of unwashed HeLa cells labeled with com-
mercial dye MitoTracker Red; d. live cell imaging of unwashed HeLa cells labeled with 4BGAN-Bu and MitoTracker Red; e. intensity

profile of regions of interest (ROI) across HeLa cells.
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TP e , 55 : SNAP-tag & FIFRE AR S5O0 T IE AL F R 34T v B Hk5 1 - 877 -

2.5 £ idE IR $ 4BGAN-Bu X
CoxS8A (#Hfntas C |ILER) KR AL LA

& Bhi4r 4BGAN-Bu 19 3k M o e 1, 1E—
WP 5T SRR 37 B 5 J5 2ok R 25 A8 1k K
Cox8A ZM i 28 Ak (WLl 7a) . o5 W B MO UG

2 um

2R Az T R 28 20 (LB 6b ) AR SR k(B (I
El 7b) , 1 Cox8A {35k ME i & N LRk I, SLG R
W, 1 B A HL/Nr F#R % 4BGAN-Bu 5 SNAP-tag
Tl AR AT DA SIS I 20 L NS RIS B 4t £
% C A AL Cox8A ST Wil

10 pm 10 pm

B 7 #Rf5H HeLa AR E R ER G E
Fig. 7 Confocal images of injured HeLa cells
a, b. live cell imaging of unwashed HeLa cells labeled with 4BGAN-Bu; c. live cell imaging of unwashed HeLa cells labeled with com-
mercial dye MitoTracker Red; d. live cell imaging of unwashed HeLa cells labeled with 4BGAN-Bu and MitoTracker Red.

3 #ig

AR5 30 2ok XoF i i B MGy AT 4 6 ) A
B T — RN T ZE WL 1) SNAP-tag £ 4T, ik
F| 7 X SNAP-tag AE AR BIHOR . 1% R IR EE T
54 SNAP-tag 1Y H AR A 1T 1HE =R,
H:Hh BGAN-Amino 5 SNAP-tag 454 J5 2 G658 T
9 £ ,4ABGAN-Bu B A& W A, AL, it 251
SNAP-tag #REF RN £ XT B br 2 11 52 3005 40 i P 1
ﬁw’m;‘tﬁi% X IEAL A B B bR 8 R sh 28781k e
REAAT A B A R
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