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Introduction

Helm R.F., Potts M. (2012)

All cells make close contact with the extra-

cellular matrix (ECM), The ECM is well known 

for its ability to provide structural support for 

organs and tissues, for cell layers in the form of 

basement membranes, and for individual cells 

as substrates for migration. The role of the 

ECM in cell adhesion and signaling to cells 

through adhe-sion receptors such as integrins 

has received much attention and, more recently, 

mechanical characteristics of the matrix 

(stiffness, deformability) have also been 

recognized to provide inputs into cell behavior 

Thus, ECM proteins and structures play vital 

roles in the determination, differentiation, 

proliferation, survival, polarity, and migration 

of cells. 

Science (2009):326, 5957, 1216-1219
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